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NORTHKOREA–SIGNIFICANTFEARTHATNUCLEARWARHEADSWILLBE

USEDBUTLITTLEDESIREFORMILITARYRESPONSE

ÁA poll out today from GallupInternational* revealsthat 43%of peoplesurveyedbelieve
that it is likely that North Korea will move forward and use a nuclear weapon, 46%
believingthey will not. Thepoll, representingthe opinionsof more than 1 billion of the
world 's population(Australia,Austria,Bulgaria,France,Germany,HongKong,Italy, Japan,
Pakistan,Russia,SouthKorea,UK,USAand Vietnam)revealson averagethat one in ten
think it ΨǾŜǊȅƭƛƪŜƭȅΩ. CountrieswhereconcernisgreatestincludePakistan(51%), Germany
(48%), Australia(49%), Austria(48%) and the UKandUS(both 46%). InterestinglyJapan
(45%) is significantlymore worried thantȅƻƴƎȅŀƴƎΩǎneighborSouthKorea(35%). The
leastworriedarein Russia(23%) andBulgaria(36%).

Á In the country that is under the greatest direct risk - South Korea- the overall ratio
betweenlikelyandunlikelyis1:2 in favorof unlikely.

ÁDespitesometenserhetoric in recentweeksour surveyrevealsthat a peacefuldiplomatic
solutionof the North Koreacrisisisoverwhelminglypreferredovera military solution- on
averageover 3/4 of those polled favored giving diplomacymore time. A diplomatic
solution is almostthe unanimouspreferencefor Russians(96%) while PakistanandJapan
both revealanevensplitς51%favouringdiplomacy,49%military. AndneighboringSouth
Koreaςwell onein three (34%) prefer the military option,66%diplomacy.

KanchoStoychev, Presidentof the GallupInternationalAssociation:
"Thissnappoll doneacrossthe world in only 10 daysreflectsthe opinionof overonebillion
peopleandcoversthe two superpowersUSandRussia, the two potentiallythe mostaffected
countries- SouthKoreaand Japanas well as the two EU heavy weights Germanyand
France. It's showsthe extent to which peopleare worried about the nuclearactivities of
North Korea. Despitethesefears,a clearmajority prefera diplomaticandpeacefulresolution
of the crisis. In Japanpublicopinionis split betweenpeacefuland non-peacefulapproaches
which is fully understandablebecause,togetherwith SouthKorea,Japancarriesthe highest
risk; the logic beingthat it isbetter to solvethe problemonceandforever.έ

JohnnyHeald, ResearchDirectorat GallupInternationalAssociation:
ά5ŜǎǇƛǘŜsignificantproportionsin a majority of thosecountriessurveyedbelievingthat Kim
Jong-Un will actually use a nuclear weapon, the majority of people still want to see a
diplomatic rather than military response. A military responseto a leader with nuclear
warheads who has previously launched intercontinental ballistic missiles is possibly
consideredto be too riskyfor manyof thosesurveyed. Yetdespitehavinghad rocketsflown
over their territory it is the Japanesethat appear to want a tougher responsewith 49%
favouringa militaryǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ.

Formore information:
k.stoychev@gallup-international.bg
jheald@orb-international.com
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METHODOLOGY

A total of 17,107 personswere interviewedacross14 countriesaroundthe globe. In eachcountry a
nationally representativesampleof adult men and women was interviewedeither via telephone(4
countries; n=3,988), online (8 countries; n=9,822), via sms survey (1 country, n=1,797) and f2f (1
country,n=1,500). Thefieldwork took placebetween20th Septemberand01st October2017, the data
wasweightedaccordinglyfor eachcountry.

COVERAGE

ABOUTGALLUPINTERNATIONALASSOCIATION

GallupInternational was formally founded in May 1947with 11 pioneeringresearchinstitutes and
Dr GeorgeHGallupasits first President.

For70 yearsGallupInternationalMembershavedemonstratedtheir expert ability to conductmulti-
country surveyson a comparablebasisand deliver the highestquality. Their Membersare leading
national institutes with a profound local knowledgeof researchmethodsand techniques,statistical
sources,customsandculture differencesof its own countryandcarefullyselectedby the Association
Board. With only one Memberagencyper country,Memberswork togetheron a dailybasisto share
knowledge,new researchtechniquesand tools, aswell asto provide the most appropriatesolutions
to internationalresearchprojectsandserviceour clientsto the bestof our abilities.

The accumulatedexpertiseof the Associationis formidable - they have internationally renowned
expertsin publicopinion,ThirdWorld issues,advertising,andmediaresearchaswell asin commercial
fields suchas IT/telecommunications,healthcare,retail, economics,corporate researchand so on.
Members are at the leading edge of technical and methodological developments,which have
impactedon not only the researchindustrybut alsothe wholecommercialworld.

Country Company Sample size Method

Australia Roy Morgan Research 1,797 Sms

Austria mǎǘŜǊǊŜƛŎƘƛǎŎƘŜǎGallup Institut 1,000 CAWI

Bulgaria Gallup International  BG 1,000 CATI

France BVAGroup 974 CATI

Germany mǎǘŜǊǊŜƛŎƘƛǎŎƘŜǎGallup Institut 1,947 CAWI

Hong Kong CSG 501 Online

Italy DOXA 1,008 CATI

Japan NipponResearchCenter 1,103 Online

Pakistan Gallup Pakistan 1,500 Face-to-face

Russia Romir 1,200 Online

South Korea Gallup Korea 1,006 CATI

UK ORB International 2,041 Online

USA GIA 1,001 Online

Vietnam Indochina Research 1,029 Online



Nuclear Weapon Usage by North Korea
άLƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΚέ
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Nuclear Weapon Usage by North Korea
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Country
Very 
likely

Fairly 
likely

Fairly 
unlikely

Very 
unlikely

Not familiar 
with the 

story
DK/NA

Australia 16 33 33 18 * *

Austria 10 38 35 12 5 1

Bulgaria 8 28 38 18 5 2

France 15 28 18 15 23 2

Germany 7 41 34 11 5 2

Hong Kong 6 37 39 9 7 2

Italy 14 23 29 17 11 6

Japan 14 31 25 15 5 11

Pakistan 22 29 23 11 10 5

Russia 2 21 53 15 5 4

South Korea 12 23 35 24 1 5

UK 11 35 29 11 4 9

USA 12 34 24 11 6 14

Vietnam 18 36 20 3 23 *

* Countries presented in alphabetical order.
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Diplomatic or Military Solution
ά²ƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ongoing nuclear and missile tests:
continue to try to reach a peaceful diplomatic solution or a peaceful diplomatic solution is 

ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΤ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΚέ
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Diplomatic or Military Solution
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Country
Peaceful 
solution

Military 
solution

Australia 81 19

Austria 88 12

Bulgaria 91 9

France 87 13

Germany 92 8

Hong Kong 71 29

Italy 87 13

Japan 51 49

Pakistan 51 49

Russia 96 4

South Korea 66 34

UK 83 17

USA 75 25

Vietnam 84 16

*   Countries presented in alphabetical order
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